Sample Parent/Community Letter to a Member of Congress
Subject: Please Protect Access to Music Education
Dear Senator/Representative (Last Name),

| am writing as a parent and constituent to express my concern about the inclusion of musical
instruments under HTSUS 9205.10.0040 and 9205.10.0080, and the potential impact these measures
could have on music education opportunities for children in our community.

My child has benefited tremendously from participation in school music programs. Music education
helps students develop confidence, discipline, teamwork, creativity, and a sense of belonging. These are
skills that support success both inside and outside the classroom.

| am concerned that these proposals could increase the cost of instruments, repairs, accessories, and
rentals, creating additional financial burdens for families and schools. Higher costs could limit
participation opportunities and make music education less accessible to students who would otherwise
benefit from these programs.

| am also concerned that the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) is considering musical instruments
within a framework intended to address national security concerns. While | fully support efforts to
protect our country, | believe musical instruments belong in a very different category. Music and
musicians strengthen our communities by encouraging creativity, discipline, emotional expression, and
human connection. A trumpet may inspire a student or bring a community together, but it is difficult to
view it as a threat to national security.

Music education is not a luxury. It provides life-changing opportunities for young people and helps them
develop skills that benefit them throughout their lives. | respectfully ask that you oppose measures that
would increase the cost of musical instruments and reduce access to music education for students and
families across our district.

Thank you for your service and for considering the impact these policies may have on students, families,
and schools in our community.

Sincerely,

(Your Name)
(City, State)
(Email Address)
(Phone Number)



